that may be used independently or in combination; one each for the nineteen chapters in the book and one concluding unit designed to elicit creative responses from the students. You may wish to use all or some of the behavioral objectives listed below as you prepare plans for learning.
At the conclusion of studying this book, students will be able to:
• Identify the salient reasons why Little Rock erupted as it did in 1957
• Understand the motivations of the Little Rock Nine
• Explain why only nine black children were involved The foregoing list of behavioral objectives is not meant to be exhaustive, but is merely suggestive of the way in which students might be encouraged to think about the issues raised in the book. There will be specific questions posed in each of the nineteen units that relate to the behavioral objectives. Please add to the list as you discover learning points for your students. It is hoped as well that your ability to assess the learning of each student will be enhanced by use of the objectives.
A study guide is just that, a guide. It is not offered as a substitute for your overall approach to teaching about this book. It is my considered opinion that the greatest learning will take place when the students have a grasp of the context in which the Little Rock school integration crisis occurred. If they have an understanding of the prevailing political, economic, social, cultural, racial, and religious dynamics of the time, it will be easier for them to sort out the particulars. They will be able to pose more salient questions, synthesize disparate elements with less confusion about the resulting hybrids, and develop the ability to think critically and analytically about this and other like situations.
I realize too that yours is a sacred trust; you have been chosen to guide the learning process of these growing citizens of the universe. It is with that in mind that I have attempted to share my thinking about how best to use this book. Looking through the lens of one who has been so selected, it has been my wish here to offer as much support as I can in the name of helping you launch these young people into a future where we will not be present. As Gibran writes in THE PROPHET, "You are the bows from which your children as living arrows are sent forth." And they are, indeed, your children. They will take with them all that you have to give and if what you provide helps them to make sense of the world in which they will live, so much the better. Learning the "Lessons From Little Rock" may allow you and your charges to face the coming tomorrows with a greater sense of understanding about human dynamics and the ways in which we must confront the evils of racism in society.
Chapter One (My Moment as a fly)
In this first chapter Roberts talks about the degree of fear he felt during the ordeal at Central. The chapter opens with a review of an encounter between him and an aggressive white student on the school playing field. This is followed by a narrative detailing the possible dangers involved in disobeying the rules of segregation; Roberts sits down in an eating establishment where black people are expressly forbidden to sit down. This is his "moment as a fly."
Roberts' birth announcement in the local Little Rock newspaper gives evidence to support the pervasive nature of segregation in that black people cannot be introduced by the usual and ordinary social titles of Mr.
and Mrs. This is seen as proof that the "task of culture" as proclaimed by social anthropologist Ernest Becker is not at work for Roberts and others like him in Little Rock; he is not seen as a person of value.
The Supreme Court decision in Plessy v. Ferguson was the "law of the land" when Roberts was born. Separate but equal was the standard for race relations. And, of course, things were indeed separate, but never, in fact, equal. The study of chapter one allows teachers to help students understand the nature of the Plessy decision and how much of an impact it made in the lives of black people in this country. Causing or characterized by severe pain, suffering, or sorrow.
Maelstrom:
A powerful often violent whirlpool sucking in objects within a given radius.
Unencumbered:
Free of encumbrance; not impeded. Free to move about.
Chapter Two (First Grade Executives)
The second chapter details more of the rules of segregation and speaks to the optimism Roberts felt as a young man. Part of the optimism was generated by the input from a cadre of black teachers in the racially segregated schools he attended in Little Rock. Roberts' first grade teacher told him he had to become the "executive in charge of his own learning." Later, at Dunbar Junior high School, Roberts was guided by several teachers who followed the same rules as his first grade teacher. Additionally they exhorted him to master the English language and study hard all the time.
Roberts learned that teachers were not perfect as well; this was especially important in his developing a balanced approach to life.
The metaphor of "family" is used to illustrate how the segregated school system worked to instill positive values in all of the students.
Within this same crucible black students learned how disastrous it could be if negative values were adopted.
Teachers assumed the role of parents in this scenario and taught subject matter that was outside the boundary of the prescribed academic curriculum. Roberts and his classmates learned about the need to be good citizens, responsible sexual beings, and above all, excellent students. Bold or arrogant disregard of normal restraints; recklessly bold.
Convolutions:
A convoluted form or structure; folded or curved in tortuous windings; twistings or curvings.
Hierarchy:
A body of persons in authority ranked from highest to lowest.
Mesmerized:
Hypnotized, or spellbound.
Monumental:
Very great, outstanding.
Perturbed:
Thrown into confusion; disturbed greatly in mind.
Resemblance:
The quality or state of resembling; correspondence in appearance Chapter four is an extension of the discussion of spirituality as it was manifested daily in the halls of Central High. In a way, one might conclude that salvation by the West Ninth Street taxi was a result of divine intervention.
There were certainly many other situations that developed during the year that had virtually no other explanation than oversight by a power much greater than nine young black kids! A conversation with Carlotta Lanier, another one of the Nine, is included in this chapter. Her level of concern for her attackers is evidence of her spiritual awareness. She acted with dignity; she knew better than to behave as did her tormentors. The point, degree, or limit to which something extends.
Triangular:
Relating to or having the form of a triangle.
Virtue:
Conformity to a standard of right; a particular moral excellence. A group of vehicles traveling together in single file.
Contraband:
Illegal or prohibited goods or merchandise.
Hiatus:
A lapse in continuity; a break (often a rest break).
Portent:
Something that foreshadows a coming event; an omen.
Surly:
Irritably sullen and churlish in mood and manner. The quality or state of being worthy, honored, or esteemed.
Disarray:
Disorder, or to throw into disorder.
Injunction:
A writ granted by a court whereby one is required to do or to refrain from doing a specified act. To make worse, more serious, or more severe.
Convoy:
To escort for protection; the act of convoying.
Culprit:
One accused of or charged with a crime; one guilty of a crime. Shaped or curved to fit a particular outline.
Incident:
An occurrence of an action or a situation; a happening.
Reluctance:
The quality or state of being reluctant; struggling against; holding back.
Retaliation:
The act of returning like for like; revenge. Relating to or resembling an enigma; puzzling; hard to understand.
Onerous:
Involving, constituting, or imposing a burden.
Pedestrian:
A person going on foot.
Status Quo:
The existing state of affairs. To project, extend, or expand (known data or experience) into an area not known or experienced so as to arrive at a conjectural knowledge of the unknown area; to predict by projecting past experience into current situations.
Mundane:
Characterized by the ordinary. 44 
